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HLHEE Abstract  “Transformation of Eros: Communing with Nature”

Once when I was in the middle of sketching a tree, the bark peeled away, and it
looked like the body of a woman. The tree’s transformed shape blended with my
feelings, and I remember its unification with my inner self. The craving for change is
the source of vitality and the desire for life. Eros is an important source of this desire.
However, the desire to change and become someone new also leads to the contradiction
of relinquishing one’s self, which could equate to the “death drive.” When drawing the
tree, I focused on the ecstasy related to the life impulse, and I thus wanted to try to
describe the transformed tree.

I began by reviewing the history of Western concepts of Eros and eroticism.
Eroticism as a concept was produced in modern times, and it is frequently employed in
arts and literature. It is a term that generally denotes a sexual love motif or sensual
sensations. However, the settings in which eroticism functions are not necessarily
limited to those that exist between men and women or even in human relationships. It
can also be perceived as a manifestation of a mental phenomenon produced between
people and objects.

In Chapter 1, I outline eroticism as a sensual expression in Western art history to
explore the relation between eroticism and art.

Eroticism is a word that originated from Eros. Since the beginning of mankind,
people have possessed Eros, the life instinct, as an essential psychological feature, along
with the fear of death. Thus, love is equivalent to the soul, and it can be considered as
something that connects us to the surrounding nature and land. The existence of cave
paintings is one example that demonstrates this. These wall paintings are found on
hidden places inside caves where people can dream infinitely, and they are painted in
places where sorcery or magic rituals occurred. These prehistoric paintings were painted
by shamans who were believed to commune with nature.

Plato was the first person to introduce Eros as a philosophical subject.

At the time, Eros was considered to exist between art and the soul, good and evil, and
humans and gods. It was considered to be the energy required for questioning the
intermediary’s role. The graceful and healthy forms of Greek art expressed it.

In the Middle Ages, Christianity (with its faith in an absolute God) suppressed
liberalized instincts, and Eros was isolated and hidden, thus producing a distorted
expression.

During the Renaissance period, history’s dynamism returned to Greek and Roman

classics and was less bound by church laws and decisions. This period returned Eros to



being a healthy emotion and a driving force necessary for the health of the human spirit.
The naked body was restored in broad daylight.

At the end of the 19th century, the rapid development of science provided a scientific
basis for removing the sense of taboo surrounding sex, and it was liberated from the
suppression it experienced under Christianity.

In the 20th century, the surrealist movement shone new light on eroticism. The
surrealists depicted an image of Eros that was disturbed by the modern-day anxiety and
isolation brought about by science. The French writer Georges Bataille explored
surrealism and re-evaluated ancient to modern art using the perspective of eroticism. He
believed that, even though eroticism was a concept produced in modern times, animism
(the desire to return to people’s origins and ancient thought that had been lost because of
the development of science and technology) was intrinsic in everyone’s heart and was
tied to a longing for primitive life. Bataille’s spirit of inquiry and fundamental thinking
are thus required to arrive at such thoughts.

From Greek and Roman times until the 19th century, several artists, including Bernini
and Goya, responded to the need to express images that evoked life by utilizing unique
forms and colors. Thus, eroticism could be said to have been intermittently reborn. In
modern art, Eros has been expressed more vividly by painters such as Georgia O’Keeffe
and Frida Kahlo who emphasize women’s sensuality. The inspiration that these women
obtained by putting themselves at stake through their art was one source of light leading
us from the primeval darkness.

In Chapter 2, I explore why my depiction was that of a tree. I also discuss the relation
between the tree and eroticism.

I drew a “sacred tree,” and I was guided by a power that seemed to be nature and that
was emitted from the tree. The primal religious feelings dormant in me might have been
stirred by the tree’s existence. The strange looking tree made me shiver by giving me a
mysterious, chilling, and thrilling sensation, and I was fascinated by the intense, eerie,
and somehow scary impression it left. Inside the tree was something that shook my heart;
it was its so-called “divine nature” that made me feel this way, and this was “something
sacred.” Thus, I called this tree a “sacred tree.”

Moreover, the tree that I wanted to depict had the appearance of a sensual woman’s
body. I describe it as “sensual” because it reminded me of the cycle of life.

I had faith that the symbol of a tree and that of a woman were connected, as can be
seen in several works of art, including the early Japanese work “Lady under a Tree” (Juka
bijin zu), Botticelli’s paintings, and the statue of “The Healing Buddha.” Things with the

power of regeneration and the mysterious life force are connected with the sacred nature



of goddesses, and they are worshipped as symbolic representations of abundance and
fertility.

Moreover, hollows could be observed in many places on the tree trunk. Staring at the
distorted shape of the hollows in the tree creates a feeling similar to intoxication. It
inspires the desire to return to the womb. The curved trunk and limbs around the holes
wriggle around, and depicting the curves of the tree is similar to communing with ecstasy.

The imagination works in the depths of these holes, and it is filled with a longing for
continuity. Moreover, there are pleats in the depths of the tree hollows. I had the desire to
project my physical sensation into these pleats and feel the tree’s divine nature; this is
similar to Bernini’s use of pleats in his sculptures’ clothing.

The intoxication experienced because of the divine nature has the taste of continuity.

Furthermore, the Buddha depicted by Kagaku Murakami has an intoxicating look, and
the artist appears to have been conscious of feeling at one with the Buddha.

The image of a woman depicted in Gian Bernini’s work can also be considered to
portray an intoxicated expression that shows a great desire to become one with God.
Based on Bernini’s work, it is possible to interpret that Bernini had an experience of being
unified with God in his life of faith. Unification with God is the state of continuity that
Bataille spoke about. I think of this as eroticism inspired by divine nature.

Murakami and Bernini lived in completely different times and had different cultural
backgrounds. However, from the spirituality of Bernini’s “Ecstasy of St. Teresa” and
Murakami’s Buddha, the sense of intoxication depicted could be considered eroticism. It
is widely known that divine nature can inspire such a sense of intoxication. I felt that I
wanted to vicariously experience this inspiration from divine nature by depicting the
sacred tree.

In Chapter 3, I describe the relation between the work’s modeling of Eros and the
relation discussed in the previous chapter. I clarify how eroticism can be embodied as a
unique form of expression by employing painting or drawing techniques actually used in
Japanese artworks.

After I completed my sketch of the tree, I deconstructed the simple drawing in the
sketchbook and attempted a new modeling. This is equivalent to destroying something
and bringing it back to life. This process brings to mind the modeling of Eros. The idea
that a deconstructed, simple drawing is a tree is expressed through its verticality, which
also signifies my libido’s tendency toward drawing.

After the rough sketch was completed, I created a clay relief model using a technique
I learned from my supervising professor. I could establish the positioning of the

composition, arrangement, and shape in three dimensional space. Then, I prepared a



collage using colored paper to plan the process of creating the work.

I noticed that the farashikomi (dripping in) technique was an effective artistic effect for
depicting the expression of Eros within the tree. By experimenting with other colors,
rather than ink, the form became amorphous, and I noticed that the work had a certain
ghostly impression. The tarashikomi process led to a certain feeling of intoxication while
I was creating the work, which intensely stimulated the sense of Eros hidden inside me.

After repeatedly applying colors and completing the groundwork, I once again
destroyed it. I washed all the surfaces with water and rubbed them with a cloth. I then
scraped off the extra pigment with a palette knife and once again used the tarashikomi
technique.

I hoped that, while I was repeating this cycle of destruction and reconstruction, death
and rebirth, I would commune with the tree’s Eros. I did this because I believed that my
subject was instigating the transformation of Eros.

In the conclusion, I detail what eroticism means to me through the communion with

the Eros of the trees I have encountered.
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