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Issues surrounding the record production
of the Kokyoku Hozon-kai
(The Society for Preservation of Traditional Music)

OnisHI Hidenori

Established in early 1919, the Kokyoku Hozon-kai (The Society for Preservation of Traditional Music) was active for
over two years until its dissolution in November 1921. During that period, it produced recordings of Edo period shamisen
music, of gagaku, and some works of New Japanese Music that had only just emerged. These records were distributed to
subscribers along with the commentary books, Edo jidai ongaku tsitkai [Understanding Edo Period Music] and Gagaku
tsitkai [Understanding Gagaku]. The Kokyoku Hozon-kai was run by five society members, including MACHIDA Kasho, who
was in charge of administration. It should also be noted that the theatre magazine Shin Engei and its publisher, Genbunsha,
played an important role in supporting the activities of the society.

The most conspicuous feature of the records produced by Kokyoku Hozon-kai is their poor sound quality. The cause is
said to be due to the imperfections in the manufacturing process of the master record, but judging from the era in which the
recordings were made, it is possible that the cause was rather factors such as the placement of the performers when
recording. Another feature is that, for the Edo period music, the allocation of record numbers to each record side is
complicated. The reason for this complexity might be that the Kokyoku Hozon-kai saw it as a strategy to keep their
subscribers. Instead of distributing a complete song or piece all at once, by splitting it up in a set with other related songs,
members would be motivated to remain in the society and wait for the whole song.
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