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About the biography of Daigan Kenkai, the priest of Rokkakudo Noman’in Temple, in Aizu District

By Matsuo Yoshiki

We know Daigan Kenkai, served in Rokkakudo Noman'in Temple, as the main author of The
Buddhist Funpon Collection Soryu Tamura Had, belonging the museum of Kyoto City University
of Arts . His biography has ever been written several times so far. But, there was a little descrip-
tion about his youth term in Aizu district (a part of Fukushima Prefecture).

This time, Mr. Yoshihiko Azumi, who is the head priest of Jizaiin Temple in Aizu-wakamatsu
City, investigated the documents concerned with Kenkai in Aizu district and Hasedera Temple in
Nara Prefecture, and published that result. Therefore, we learned to know his biography of this
time a little. Jizaiin Temple is the temple which has intimate relations to Kifukuin Temple that
Kenkai served as the head priest of. These documents presented there clear the following facts.
The thing that Kenkai was born in the farmhouse at Akazu Tominaga located in the west of
Koriyama City. He became a priest at Kodenji Temple in Koriyama City, and studied under
Kenryo. The thing that Kenkai studied in Hasedera Temple, the headquarters of Buzan school,
from 14 years old for 23 years.

These are precious as a thing which it makes up for a limit of the documents in Kyoto where it
spends one’s later years to know the matter for which to be the foundation of the idea of Kenkai.

Key Term - priest Kenkai, priest Kenryo, Hasedera Temple, Kifukuin Temple, Jizaiin Temple,
Kodenji Temple
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