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The Feudal Estates of the Tosa Family in the Middle Ages

By Matsuo Yoshiki

The Tosa School is a school of Japanese-style painting that established the base in the middle
Ages. The Tosa family is kown as the family line of the head of the official court atelier and the
official painter for the Muromachi shogunate. However, we do not know well how they were
managing the family by such business. Then, I surveyed their feudal estate,such as "Okumo-no-
sho manor in Tanba Province", "Kokubunji-no-sho manor in Tanba Province", "Ogura-no-sho
manor in Kii Province" and "Joko-bo-ato in Omi Province", with the documents related to Shoen
(manor) within "Documents of The Tosa Family" owned by the Tokyo National Museum and the
"Okumo-no-sho Chushin jo (the letter reporting about payment of nengu for the year)" owned by
the Museum, Kyoto City University of Arts. Then, many feudal estates had problems which make
rule difficult, such as invasion by Shugo or resistance of myoshu farmers. For the Tosa Family
which is a painter, the management of the feudal estate became a big burden. As a result of the
economic base of the official atelier becoming weak, the Tosa Family had to look for the method of

independence as a painter.

Key Term : the Tosa School, Documents of The Tosa Family, shoen (manor), land tax,
Okumo-sha manor, Tosa Hirokane, Tosa Mitsunobu, Tosa Mitsumochi
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