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The Whereabouts of the Response
— The relationship between the act of painting and the sense of touch —

Where does the response of painting come from? When I am sure to have painted strictly
to the point, what have I reached? It is not the purpose of visible expression but something
about the very act of painting that attracts a painter. In this study, I tried to view the
function of the sense of touch a painter has to himself or herself in paining Japanese pictures.

In our daily life, various things which used to be handwork have been machine-made.
Thanks to machinery, we can do our routine work such as cleaning and washing efficiently.
Machinery shortens such working hours. This also applies to paining pictures. For
example, even the people who are poor at paining can draw a view if they use a photograph
as its design and copy it. When we push only one button to use some software, we can
reproduce the expressive technique of famous artists. These depend on the progress of
technology, owing to which we can do many things rationally and effectively. We should
welcome the fact that the range of expression has widen.

When I am in the make, however, I get vaguely anxious about what I do not touch directly
with my hands. I cannot help feeling that I am getting something impatient while I am
moving my hands clumsily to try to paint, or I am groping for what I try to paint. What is the
sense which I get before I see what I try to paint?

In Chapter 1, I defined the function of the sense of touch concerning this study, keeping in
mind that each individual had his or her own sense of touch. I examined how they would
develop their sense of touch by learning and memory, and showed that the sense of touch
was concerned with the faculty of sight as they were growing up.

In Chapter 2, I examined the interaction between the sense of touch and the faculty of sight
in terms of appreciation and expression, and maintained the role which the interaction was
playing in perceiving expression. As for appreciation, I considered the experience touching
directly the works of Sato Churyo, who is a sculptor, and as for expression, more than 6000
sketches by Suda Kunitaro, a painter. I noticed that the expression of artists linked with
the position of their sense of touch, and I showed through the designs of Japanese teacups
that my view linked with other kinds of expression and of works.

In Chapter 3, I analyzed the sense of touch which appeared on painting in terms of lines.
Lines do not appear suddenly in the shape of lines, but they are sure to be generated with
the sense of touch. Referring to the studies by Kinbara Shougo, an aesthetic worker, who
looked at the sense of touch deeply, I showed concretely the relation between the sense of
touch of artists and their expression, when I looked at not only the lines of Japanese paintings,
but also the ones of Chinese ones in a peculiar way called ‘Shunpo Way’, in which they paint
wrinkles. After I viewed works and the descriptions of their makers, I concluded that the
response of paining would be the sense which artists could get when they expected to
themselves that their inside had unified with their outside.

In Chapter 4, I analyzed my expression based on the examination I had made. I had
thought myself independent existence and observed surroundings by myself. However, I
perceived the fact that I was a part of my surroundings by way of the function of the sense of
touch, which had us sense both our inside and our outside. This made me conscious about
my sense (inside) and the medium (the sense of touch) of expression (outside) and led me to
reflect my painting process.

In Chapter 5, in terms of the sense of touch, I summarized my subjects; ‘blanks’, space’,
and ‘places’. I showed the new possibility that my works linked with the sense of touch of
appreciators when they became one with the place they were displayed.

As I mentioned above, this thesis makes it clear that expression is possible to exceed the
frameworks of our bodies due to the function of the sense of touch of having us touch outside
and inside. Also, it shows the perspective possibility of my sense of touch in the sense of
‘places’.
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