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Abstract
Regarding the potential for expression of “scenes”

—A consideration of composite scenic expression

“Landscape paintings” are described as such because they depict “landscapes”. This
paper deals with the notion of “scenes” from a sense of incongruity in relation to the
image associated with the term “landscape painting”, and attempts to position this as a
language that relates matters which are personally expressed by oneself. Finally, the
paper leads to awareness of “scenes” as hinting at the large framework of Oriental

scenic expression.

The reasoning behind the selection of the term “scenes” is considered in “2. The
surroundings of ‘scenes’ various ways of naming and capturing ‘the outside world”.
This section states how I would like to realign the term “scenes” in reference to my own
personal scenic expression, since “scenery” evokes connections with place while “scene”
has a more neutral meaning. This also incorporates an attempt to assign to “scenes” the
fact that this term emphasizes the process by which individual things are integrated as
components of “scenery”, and that individual things make a diagnosis of various

concrete properties.

The section entitled “3. Scenery in ‘landscape paintings’ and the potential of ‘scenes™
reflects on incongruous scenery and potential in relation to “landscape paintings”. While
considering the contrast between “landscape paintings” in 19th Century Western
Europe and Japanese painters’ ideological changes and scenic expression during the
Meiji Period, I became aware of issues relating to the existence of scenic expression that
differs from that of “landscape paintings”, and accordingly I carried out a consideration
of Yamato-e, which forms the basis of this awareness. A consideration of scenic
expression in Yamato-e reaffirms that the state of a “scene” is linked to the way in
which its parts are combined and recomposed. This is different from the feature of
pictorial space as a “window” whereby the things that the artist wants to paint are seen
through a square frame, as can be seen in Leon Battista Alberti’s Della Pittura (“On

Painting”). I became aware that when combining parts, pictures are composed by means



of another sense by not pursuing consistency in terms of perspective with parts that fail

to give an impression of tangibility.

With regards to such pictorial space, I became aware that the relationship causes the
perception of space to change and intensifies the impression of the picture. For example,
the impression of the picture in Hamamatsu-zu seems to play the role of a stage, with
each respective item existing in its own right but connected as though part of a story,
and a vague sense of space harmonized by means of golden clouds and sea. It can be said
that at the same time the impression of pictorial space is enhanced through an
intertwining with complex forms and colors. Emaki-like scenery parts are also
combined in the picture of Jitsugetsusenzui-zu, with the relationships between the
individual parts creating a greater sense of space, revealing a world view that even
extends to including the concept of time, and with various techniques and material
senses incorporated between the parts, these are positioned as a mysterious
(interesting) space. In other words, the items (parts) depicted exist while each sharing
the space, and pictorial space is perceived as though it is something which contracts and

expands, and this is consolidated by means of a figurative impression.

Furthermore, it can be said that the use of parts is also common to the garden
techniques of “keiseki” and “shakker”’ (borrowed scenery). Parts are tied together by
white sand, ponds and pathways, etc., the existence of which guides the eyes as the
parts impress the viewer as the focal point of the picture. This sometimes alters the
sense of perspective, and is even used as a device for figurative emphasis, which can be

likened to the role played by golden clouds and mountains in Yamato-e.

In short, a “scene” is an expression of composite scenery composed of parts. Another
feature of “scenes” is that the perception of space is composed by means of flexible
perception with awareness of a different figurative impression from that of tangible
perspective-based spaces. However, in Yamato-e or gardens, parts and the combination
thereof are closely related to a tangible meaning, which provides a foundation
supporting the pictorial space. I am not attempting to show this kind of traditional

meaning in my own production.



In the section entitled “4. Attempted ‘scenes’ in production, and consideration”, I have
analyzed the organization and structure of techniques for the expression of “scenes”,
and through consideration of my own attempts at the expression of “scenes” I have
reflected on what regulates the re-composition of their characteristics and parts. As part
of this, my own expression of “scenes” confirms the importance of expression through
re-composition by conversion into parts and expression through color (tint; blurred,
unclear spatial properties; and a sense of nervousness due to deviation and difference in
quality), as well as the fact that attempts resulted in the realization of a sense that the
pictorial space and real space are coinciding. When developing this for further
consideration, the realization of that sense emphasizes the picture and the sense of
existence of the person viewing it, and it can be said to have significance in terms of
“questioning one’s sense of existence”. This can likely be attributed to an issue with my
attempted “scenes” in relation to the present day, when so-called Japanese paintings

already show various aspects just like general paintings.

A “scene” is an expression of composite scenery composed of parts, and the expression
that I have termed a “scene”, in a broad sense, has been applied to the frame of Oriental

scenic expression.

In contrast, as someone who is alive today, I want to position my expression of “scenes”
as a term that is in line with the pedigree of Oriental scenic expression, but which looks

for an original expression based on different standards and issues.

In summary, my use of the term “scenes” can be explained as follows. It has the
characteristic of using simple figures with an awareness of figurative impression, which
is achieved with expressivity by means of color. As shown by diagnosis, this does not
mean such colors that would come close to concrete expression, but rather indicates that
in my expression of “scenes” an important role is played by color, in that concrete
expression comes close to color, and by manipulation of coloring (blurring and deviation).
Moreover, these are ultimately observed through a sense that the pictorial space and
real space are coinciding. Various attempts were made in order to explore this kind of

development of the expression of “scenes”.
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