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What is being sung in Kakeuta? (2):
A topic analysis of Kakeuta using quantitative text analysis

KajmMARU Gaku

Kakeuta is a kind of reciprocal singing still practised today in Akita prefecture. This performance is characterized by its
highly improvised nature. This paper presents the results of quantitative text analysis of the verbal aspect of kakeuta for
investigating the diachronic changes and the relationship of its topics.

Quantitative text analysis consists of two phases: correlational approach and dictionary-based approach. Firstly, the
method and the results of correlational approach were summarized, and showed how the topics of kakeuta can be extracted.
Secondly, in the dictionary-based approach, a set of coding rules was written based on the results and analyzed the words of
kakeuta. According to the cross total sum of topics and years, it was suggested that there were few remarkable changes of
topics with some exceptions. The relationships among the topics were examined by the co-occurrence networks and
similarity matrix, and their causes were considered through some examples of kakeuta.

Finally, for reseach was to clarify the whole interaction of kakeuta through quantitative and qualitative methods it was
suggested that the future task.

Keywords: Kakeuta, topic, quantitative text analysis
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