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A Study on the Relationship between Drama and Music of
the Original Manuscript of Cavalleria Rusticana:

Focusing on Cut-out Scenes
NAKAI, Akitoku

Cavalleria Rusticana (1890) is a representative work of Pietro Mascagni (1863-1945) and
is considered a monumental work of verismo opera. However, Mascagni’s original
manuscript, which is archived at the Memorial Library of Music at Stanford University
and open to the public, has many markings that indicate that significant revisions were
made for the premiere performance. In such cases, one can find, in addition to the first
final manuscript (original manuscript) , several versions of the final manuscripts (revised
for performance) that show revisions and final form written by the composer. However, in
the case of Cavalleria, only the final manuscript has been published so that the earlier
version of the manuscript has not been performed. Therefore, I created the scores
necessary for performance based on original manuscript and attempted to reproduce this
work as it were originally composed through actual performance. Based on this practical
experience, this paper focuses on elucidating how Mascagni originally considered this
drama at the time of composition. This paper also indicates the differences between the
original manuscript and the currently circulating version and conducts a detailed analysis
on matters surrounding the scenes that were cut out for the premiere performance; to

discuss the drama and music that Mascagni intended in the original manuscript.
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