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‘Form’ in Music Education:

An Analysis of Summer Memories
SHIMIZU, Kuriko / FUJITA, Manami

Abstract:

This study aimed to investigate the definition of ‘form’ in junior high school music
studies, its evolution in the Courses of Study (Japan’s curriculum guidelines) and its
consideration as an instructional matter. The findings revealed the following three points.
(1) ‘Form’ in music studies is encompassed by the category of form’, which is presented in
multiple definitions in musicology. Furthermore, the elements are not independent of each
other but rather ‘composition” and form’ are in inclusion, which is more challenging to
understand. (2) An examination of the changes in the Courses of Study indicated that the
definitions of elements that shape music are ambiguous and cannot be viewed as
independent elements. (3) When form understanding was conducted using the two-part
form as a case study, there were multiple exceptions to the two-part form. In addition, it
became evident that the standards for distinguishing between two-part and three-part
forms are not unified. Analysis of the piece ‘Summer memories’ suggested that it is not a
typical two-part form, and is, therefore, inappropriate as a teaching material for

understanding form’.
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