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Melody-types of Daimokutate narrative performance

Fujrra Takanori

Daimokutate is a narrative performing art transmitted at a rural village in the mountainous area in Nara prefecture,
Japan. Narrative performance though, Daimokutate is performed not by single singer but by 8 or 9 singers. Each singer,
taking the role of a character in the story, sings in solo the dramatic lines of the character he acts. Four simple melody types
are applied to each phrase in the lines. Singers, considering numbers of syllables in a phrase, choose a preferable melody
type and sometimes add slight variation to number of syllables in a phrase. By analyzing their actual adaptation of melody

types to dramatic lines, I will explain singers’ basic techniques for transmitting Daimokutate narrative performance.
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