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From the Bugaku Dances Sohohi and Komaryo Performed
at the Kurabeuma-no-sechie to the Kirin-jishi Dance of Inaba
(Part One)

Takwa Satoshi

On the first year of the Keian era (1650 CE), the first feudal lord of Tottori IKEDA Mitsunaka i &/ built the first
Toshogii B shrine in any feudal domain, and on next year, established the Gongen-sai HE35% festival. The Kirinishi i
J# i T- dance currently handed down in approximately 150 wards of the Inaba A% area (eastern Tottori prefecture) is
based on the shishi-mai featured in the Gongen-sai festival. The first scholar to advance such a theory was NOZU Ry ( Bt
e 1935-2015), Professor at Tottori University. Today, his hypothesis has become widely accepted.

Between 2016 and 2019, the Education Board of Tottori prefecture conducted surveys on Inaba’s Kirinjishi dance.
NAGAI Takeshi 7k H4% , one of the technical advisers of the survey project, suggested that the characteristic “horn” of the
Kirin4jishi head mask might be related to the piece Sohohi #7573 , a “unicorn dance” depicted in the Bugaku-no-zu $£% o [&
(Shinzei-kogakuzu 15 V815 %X ). NAGAI alluded to the possibility that Sokoki might be the source of the Kirin<ishi dance. In
this article, I try to examine NAGAI’s theory from multiple perspectives.

In the first installment, I analyze the performance style and musical characteristics of the Kirin-jishi dance in light of
musical instructions and collections of notations edited in the 12th and 13th century, such as Kyokun-sho #i$} and Kangen-
shat % R4E . T also examine the relation between the Kirin-jishi dance and the Kurabeuma-no-sechie #i [ 4%, a horseracing
ceremony of the court. On this basis, I shed light on the commonalities between the bugaku #£% pieces Sohohi and
Komaryo ¥ and Inaba’s Kirin{ishi dance.
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