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The view of ryo mode and ritsu modes in Ashihara Jakusho’s
lineage of Nanzan Shinryia Shomyo School:
an analysis of the sound recordings of Suzuki Chiben

YOSHIOKA Rinyuu

This article examines Nanzan Shinry, one school of Shingon shomy®o. It focuses on Ashihara Jakushd’s lineage, who
was active during the Meiji period.

The melodies of Shinryta shomyo which were transmitted up till the Meiji period do not exactly match the notations of
the hakase musical notations. This problem caused confusion among the singers and led to numerous variations. After the
Meiji period monks made changes, apparently due to their doubting oral tradition and emphasizing written records.

The question arises: what was the principle of construction of the transmitted melodies which were thought at that time
to have been incorrectly handed down? In order to address this question, this article will elucidate their attitudes to the ritsu
and ryo modes.

The method taken was to analyze the sound recordings of Suzuki Chiben, who is considered to be closest to Ashihara
Jakusho, for whom no sound recording remains. Because the entire current repertory of Nanzan Shinryt shomyo is too
large to be considered thoroughly, I will concentrate only on the pieces contained in the Gyosan taigaishi collection, which
is still used as a fundamental manual for singing. As a result, [ understood that Nanzan Shinrya Shomyo's unique view of ryo

and ritsu modes is to be found in the differences in the constituent sounds of the melodies.

Keywords: RyokyokuRitsukyoku, Shingon shomyo, Oral tradition, Gyosan taigaishti. Shomyo theory
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