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Reorganization of Tune
On the permeation of the concept of musical scale
in modern yokyoku

UeNo Masaaki

Yokomichi Mario examined the sound organization of yokyoku over the past six hundred years and proposed that
musical scales change. However, bearing in mind that the concept of musical scales began to spread in the modern era, it
may be somewhat unreasonable to attempt to survey the sound organization of yokyoku through musical scales. This paper
focuses on the change of the kuri-note in the modern yowagin scale, and attempts to depict the change of sound
organization from two directions, tune and scale.

First, I will clarify the normative pitch of the kuri-note in the Meiji period from past recordings. By comparing the
chanting styles, I will show that some yokyokuka chanted in kuri-note, which is a semitone higher than the present, and
some yokyokuka chanted with an awareness of tunes. Next, I will discuss the dissemination of the concept of musical scale
through the publishing activities of Maruoka Katsura. He recommended a theoretical understanding of yokyoku and
attempted a moderate permeation of the concept of a musical scale through yokyoku culture. Finally, I will discuss the
“ unification of tunes ” by Kanze Sakon XXIV. He grounded the concept of musical scale in chanting yokyoku, defined the
pitch of kuri-note, and vigorously promoted the “ correct ” way of chanting.

In the conclusion, it will be shown that changes in the sound organization of yokyoku in modern Japan are

characterized by the reorganization of the tune concept and the gradual diffusion of the scale concept.

Keywords: History of Modern Japanese Music, Noh text, Noh Play, Notation, Kanze School
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