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From the Bugaku Dances Sohohi and Komaryo Performed
at the Kurabeuma-no-sechie to the Kirin-jishi Dance of Inaba
(Part Two)

Takwa Satoshi

In an earlier paper (part one), I have highlighted the possibility that the Kirin-jishi dance handed down in Inaba area (to
the east of Tottori prefecture) could be identified with the bugaku pieces Sohohi and Komaryo that appeared in Kurabeuma-
no-sechie, ancient horseracing ceremonies. In this paper (part two), after reviewing the historical changes of Kurabeuma-no-
sechie, Sohohi and Komaryo, I analyze the propagation of the Kurabeuma festival in Inaba and in the San'in area. Based on
these findings, I consider the purposes of the Kurabeuma (Gongen-festival) which was initiated by Ikeda Mitsunaka, the first
feudal lord of Tottori Domain. The hypotheses I reach in this paper can be summarized as follows.

1) Sohohi (and the accompanying tsugaimai dance Komaryo), which are considered to be the source of Kirin-ishi, probably
spread to Inaba area together with Tendai-style Kurabeuma festivals, like the Kosatsuki-e festivals of Hie shrine and Ima-Hie
shrine. The existence of a medieval shishi mask of Sanbutsu-ji temple with a small horn (representing early childhood), the
festival parades where Kirin-ishi can be seen, and the warrior procession, are all evidence pointing toward this conclusion.
2) We can presume that festivals of the kind of the Kosatsuki-e propagated to Inaba during the late Heian period at the
earliest, or during the early Kamakura period at the latest.

3) Given the significance of this kind of celebrations which were presided by Heian-period administrators, we can presume
that the Gongen-sai festival of Tottori-toshogu shrine — started by Ikeda Mitsunaka — was modeled after horseracing
ceremonies like the Kurabeuma-no-sechie, which had already spread to the Inaba region. It is also possible that Mitsunaka
knew that the shishi dance introduced in Inaba together with these horseracing ceremonies was a dance comparable to
Sohahi.
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