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DOCUMENTS OF TOSA SCHOOL IN PRE-MODERN AGE (IV)
YOSHIKI MATSUO

The Tosa School is one school of Yamato-e (Japanease-style painting). A part of the
documents on the Tosa Family are reprinted from the collection of the reference materials
on the paintings of the Tosa school owned by the Museum. Material No. 164, this is an
report extracted by Mitsukiyo Tosa to describe the undertook job of the Tosa Family for
constructing the Imperial Palace. The report contains the records of the Mitsusada’s and
Mitsuzane's era.There are the records from 1788 to 1860. The contents of the report are
items and ages of works for creating and repairing folding screens (byobu) and sliding
doors (fusuma) relating to the construction of the Imperial Palace in 1790. Reports on
official business like this one were very important data for the evaluation of the salaries.
Therefore, it also shows that the gratuities were exchanged between the Tosa Family and
the Imperial Family in order to celebrate their ceremonial occasions (e.g. births,
coronation and period of luck). This indicates that the Tosa Family which acts as the

official bureau of painting, was on good terms with the Imperial Family.

164 Report on construction and repair for the Imperial Palace C. 1860

Key terms: Tosa school, Mitsukiyo Tosa, the construction of the Imperial Palace,

folding screens and sliding doors painting, period of luck
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