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Zusyo and Hyakunen - the Birth of the Suzuki School (Part I )
Yoshiki Matsuo

The Suzuki school is one of the painting schools w.

11ich made remarkable progress in the early

Meiji Period in Kyoto. The Suzuki school was es

ablished by a three-generation family of

painters-- Hyakunen Suzuki, Shonen Suzuki, and Shosen Suzuki - and their pupils. Although not

much 1s known about the founder, Hyakunen Suzuki

, he has an interesting profile in the setting

of an example of a literary painter's life-style during the time of transition to the modern era.

Tosho Suzuki, Hyakunen's father, was born in Bansyu Akaho. He was a Chinese philosopher and

an expert 1n astronomy and the art of divination.

He worked for the Tsuchimikado family in

Kyoto and showed great talent in painting. Hyakunen studied under Tosho, but later developed

his own natural talent in painting and chose to devote himself to painting exclusively. His

painting style was moderate, combining the styles

of several different parties, which attracted

many pupils, and formed a notable group in the first half of the Meiji Period. It seems that

Hyakunen's personality affected the development of the Suzuki school.

Key term : Suzuki Hyakunen, Suzuki Zusyo, Suzuki Syonen, Suzuki school
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