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About the found of "Souzoubijutu" — as a documentary story —

by Kiyoshi Ohsuga

"SouGa-kai" (Sou means creation, Ga is paintings) is the name of modern Japanese style
painter's group which give birth many memorial and superior Nihonga-works of Japan in their
over 50 years history. It has its origin in "Souzoubijutu" (Souzou means creation, bijutu is fine-
art) which found in 1948 by 13 artists gathered 6 from Tokyo, 7 from Kyoto. The 13 organize
new contest exhibition for next young generation against the biggest artists group "Nitten",
nevertheless they make their own basic career in the system, as it is authoritarian and
conservative syndicate with its old principle. But the true historical story of "Souzoubijutu"s
beginning has been obscure, especially why and how 6 Tokyo artists and 7 Kyoto artists move
together in spite of hard condition at the time. This is a documentary story of the 13's movement
toward their new group found. It also will be important to re-estimate their found esprit for
considering problem of the Nihonga at present.

Key Terms : SouGa-kai, Souzoubijutu, Nitten, 13 found artists,
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