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Attribute of Nihonga expression - unselected theme to be drawn -

by Ohsuga Kiyoshi

Modern Japanese style painting (so called Nihonga in Japan ) have been developed in researching
new expression according to its current tendency after the beginning of Meiji era , against European-
style modern oil painting (so called Youga in Japan ) which is imported and getting widely spread in
Japan art society. It is considered historical survey on artist's sence of beauty correspond to their
actual works in my former thesis " reinterpret on modernization idea of Nihonga " , here again I try to
make clear an attribute of Nihonga expression by considering difference with its oil painting case on
some themes like self-portrait, still-life and naked woman body which appear almost the same
development after the war-end 1945 as oil painting does, nevertheless it has been unselected as a
theme to be drawn in Nihonga until then. Meanwhile it may be clear also now existing attitude
between traditional sense of beauty and modernity in current Nihonga. This is a accumulation of my

lecture to university students for years.

Key Terms : self-portrait, still-life, naked woman body, climatic naturalness, idea for nature, Japanese

traditional sense of beauty
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