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The Documents of the Tosa Family in the Early Modern Age

By Matsuo Yoshiki

The Tosa School is a school of Japanese-style painting that established the base in the middle Ages.
The museum, Kyoto City University of arts owns the material succeeded to modern ages in this
school. This material contains not only the painting material but also a lot of documents. Because
the content of these documents was not clear up to now, the documents were investigated this
time and the list was made. The majority of the document with about 580 pieces was produced in
the 18th and 19th centuries. I divided these documents into six groups according to the content.
"Family recipe" is a group of the document that relates to the history and appointment in the Tosa
family. "Family business" is a group of the document made in relation to the family business like
the document etc. that relate to Daijoe Ceremony and the reconstruction of the imperial palace.
"Letter" is a group that consists of the accepted letter and the associated document. "Japanese
poetry” is a group of the document that relates to “Waka" and “Renga” (traditional Japanese
poetry) such as "Kaish" (pocket paper) and "Tanzaku" (long strip of card-board) . "Transcript"
is a group that consists of the transcript of the book or the document. "Object" is a group of the
thing that consists of a stamp and the fabric sample. We can obtain valuable information to know

the activity of the Tosa School at the early modern age from these documents.

Key Term : the Tosa School, document in the early modern age, Japanese-style painting,

Daijoe Ceremony, the reconstruction of the imperial palace, transcript
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