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Daigan-Kenkai and the Painting Examples of the Hasegawa Family

By Matsuo Yoshiki

Daigan Kenkai assumed the position of master of Rokkakudo Noman' in temple at the end of Edo
period and ran a studio for Buddhist painting and publishing. He boarded at Sanno-ji temple for a
while in order to copy with the painting examples housed by Hasegawa family. This Hasegawa
family is the descendant of Soya, the son of Hasegawa Tohaku a painter in the Momoyama period.
So far, the family between the era of Soya and Toshu, who lived in Meiji era, has got less attention.
By virtue of recent discoveries, however, the family history has become increasingly clear.
Painting examples related to the family housed at Noman' in temple imply that the family was
involved actively in wide range of activities as a troupe of religious painters; they were producing
Mandala at their special studio. Kenkai had encountered painters from the family and their
painting examples during his adolescence. It is considered that Kenkai utilized what he learned

from the Hasegawa family when he himself opened his studio at Noman' in temple.

Key Term : Rokkakudo Noman' in temple, Sanno’ ji temple, Daigan Kenkai,
Hasegawa Tohaku, Hasegawa Soya, the Hasegawa family,

religious painters (ebusshi), painting examples (funpon)
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