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Kenkai and Historical Relics

By Matsuo Yoshiki

Born in Aizu, Daigan Kenkai presided over the publishing studio housed at Kyoto's Rokkakudo
Noman'in Temple. He was a great admirer of Kukai, the founder of the Shingon sect, and he
considered drawing up a record of and assembling a collection of the Master’s relics. At the time,
the study of Japanese classical literature (kokugaku) was ascendant, and a reactionary tide had
become the dominant current in contemporary scholarship. It was a period marked by the
compilation of pictorial catalogues of historical and cultural artifacts such as the Shuko jisshu
(Ten Categories of Collected Antiquities). Kenkai evinced an interest in antique cultural artifacts
from an early stage. He was interested in religious cultural artifacts as well as paintings, and
occasionally recorded and assembled collections of antique cultural artifacts. At the root of the
empirical basis of Kenkai's historical researches was his propensity to think from historical
materials.

Key Term : Rokkakudo Noman'in Temple, Shuko jisshu (Ten Categories of Collected
Antiquities), the study of Japanese classical literature (kokugaku),
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