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Tamura Gessho's Signatures and Seals

By Matsuo Yoshiki

Born in Tamba, Soryu Tamura is known as the pioneer of Western painting in Kyoto. Even though
the focus of his biography is generally on his relationship with Western painting, in his youth, he
studied Buddhist painting in the workshop of Rokkakudo Noman'in Temple in Kyoto. The
foundation of the portraits of individuals related to Buddhism and Taoism which he came to do in
his later years under the pseudonym, Gessho, had greatly been influenced by his study of
Buddhist painting at that time. There has not been much research done on the works of Gessho
which exists a lot today. As a starter, I discussed their seals and stamps. The result revealed that
the format of the signatures and seals changed in chrononogical order, confirming that they are

effective in the appraisal of the producting year and the authenticity of the works.

Key Term : Soryu Tamura, Rokkakudo Noman'in Temple, the signature and seal, the seal,

Doshaku-ga (portrait of person related to Buddhism or Taoism)
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